
10 Most Annoying Things about iOS 10 and How 
to Fix Them 

1. Press Home to Unlock 

By now, all your friends must be complaining about the new ‘Press home to unlock’ 

method in iOS 10, which has replaced the old and more convenient ‘Slide to Unlock’. 
When you slide the Lock screen in iOS 10, you’ll go to the widgets page rather than the 
passcode screen. 

Unfortunately, there’s no way that you can get back the Slide to Unlock method, but you 

can still enable Touch ID so that your device will be unlocked by resting your finger on 
the Home button. 

The Touch ID 2 sensor in iPhone 6s, iPhone 6s Plus and iPad Pro 9.7 inch was so fast, 
users were flying through their Lock screen whenever they click the home button just to 

wake their screens up. 

iOS 10 takes care of this mess in two ways. Firstly, the screen wakes up automatically 
when you pick the iPhone up. And the only way to unlock the device is to press the home 
button, even if the screen is turned on. 

This is already causing confusion for new users. And people are worried that such a 

frequent use might wear out their homebuttons. I personally think that we’ll all get used 
to it in a while. Over the past few weeks, I’ve adapted to this new interaction and now, I 
just do it naturally, even on devices running iOS 9. 

But there’s a counter-argument to be made, especially one for accessibility. And that’s 

exactly why Apple has added a new feature in the Accessibility menu that lets you unlock 
your iPhone (when the screen is lit, of course), simply by resting your finger on the home 
button. 

How To Enable Rest To Unlock Feature 

Step 1: Open the “Settings” app. 

Step 2: Go to “General” and select 

“Accessibility”. 
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Step 3: From here, select “Home”. 

 

Step 4: From the bottom, turn on the “Rest to 
Unlock” toggle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s it. You should be back to the iOS 9 behavior 
now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. You’re Forced to Turn off Reduce Motion for iMessage Effects to Work. 

Reduce Motion has been a useful option since its inception in iOS 7 when 
Apple introduced the Parallax Effect, which moves the background of the Home screen 
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 and Lock screen as you tilt your device, bringing a three-dimensional feel. Reduce Motion 

disables this parallax effect if you don’t like it. 

Unfortunately, it seems that Reduce Motion conflicts with the new iMessage effects 
that was added in iOS 10. If it is enabled, it means that you won’t be able to send 
iMessage effects or even view the ones received from your friends. Therefore, the only 

way to fix this is to turn off Reduce Motion. 

One of the biggest changes of iOS 10 is the addition of stickers, large Emoji, iMessage 
effects and drawing tools to the Messages app. It provides a whole new experience to 
express your emotion and have an interactive chat with your friends. 

Some users are now reporting that there’s an issue with iOS 10 that prevents them from 

sending iMessage effects. On top of that, some are unable to view the actual effects as 
messages are delivered as a normal iMessage with an accompanying text that describes 
the effect they were sent with. 

This can be a bummer to many as iMessage effects is one of the major features of iOS 

10 and something that every user wants to try out. Luckily, there are a couple 
of solutions that can fix this problem. Read on to find out how to fix iMessage effects not 
working in iOS 10. 

Solution: Disable Reduce Motion 

A common fix to this issue is to turn off ‘Reduce Motion’, which you may have 

enabled to disable parallax effect of app icons and to reduce animations. But it seems 
that having this enabled creates issues for iMessage effects so turning it off may fix the 
problem. 

Step 1: Go to Settings -> General. 

Step 2: Open Accessibility and choose Reduce Motion. 

Step 3: If it’s enabled, toggle it off. 

3. Raise to Wake 

Raise to Wake is a new feature of iOS 10 that automatically wakes your iPhone when you 
pick it up and it’s facing towards you. This feature is limited to certain iPhone models 

such as the iPhone SE, iPhone 6s & the latest iPhone 7. 

Just as cool as it sounds, it is also annoying because it sometimes causes the screen to 
turn on when you move your hand over it. If you’re not fond of this new feature then you 
can disable it from Settings -> Display & Brightness -> Raise to Wake. 
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4. Useless Stock Apple Apps 

 

Many people complain about the stock Apple 
apps in iOS that are mostly useless. 

Previously, there was no way that you could 
remove these stock apps from your device, 
but with iOS 10, you can now hide any of 

them. 

To remove a stock iOS app, tap and hold on 
its app icon on the Home screen until all the 

apps start wiggling. Then press the ‘X’ button to remove it from the Home screen. Keep 

in mind that removing a stock app will hide it only, it won’t be deleted completely from 
your device. 

5. Say Goodbye to Rating Songs 

Remember how you could give a star rating to your songs in the Music app? This was a 
very useful feature to quickly determine which songs are worth listening to, but it 
has been removed completely in iOS 10 and replaced with the love/heart icon that Apple 

seems to be obsessed with. 

6. You Can Reply to Messages from the Lock Screen 

The new notifications system in iOS 10 is quite cool. When it comes to messages, you 
can reply them from anywhere in iOS, even from the Lock screen. All you have to do is 

to 3D Touch a message notification and then type and send your reply right away. 

Sounds useful, right? But what if your iPhone falls into the wrong hands? People can 
easily read your messages and reply to them without even asking you to unlock the 
device. Luckily, you can disable this functionality on the Lock screen to prevent friends 

and strangers from abusing it. 

 Open the Settings app and go to Touch ID & Passcode 
 Enter your passcode, if enabled. 
 Scroll down and you’ll find a toggle labelled “Reply with Message”. Turn it off 

to disable replying to messages from Lock screen. 

7. You Can’t Clear All Notifications on Older Devices 

Notification Center sometimes piles up with lots of pending notifications and Apple is 
solving this problem in iOS 10 by allowing users to clear all notifications at once with 3D 

Touch. Unfortunately, only users who have a 3D Touch-enabled device can enjoy this 
feature, while those on older models are left out. 

 



8. Not Everyone Can Use “Optimize Music Storage” 

“Optimize Storage” is a new feature in iOS 10 that automatically removes the songs you 

haven’t listened to in awhile to saved some storage on your device. 

Up until the beta version, this feature was available to everyone, but now only those who 
have subscribed to iTunes Match or Apple Music can use it to clear up some space on 
their devices. 

9. Some Apps Automatically Add Their Extensions to 
Messages 

Messages app now comes with an iMessage App Store, where you can add cool stickers 
and iMessage apps. If an app has an extension available for Messages, it will be added 
automatically without your permission. Luckily, it’s very easy to disable this: 

 Open a specific conversation in Messages. 

 Tap on the arrow icon to the left of the text field. 
 Tap on the Messages App Store icon. 
 Press the four circles icon in the bottom left corner and then open Store. 

 Go to the Manage tab and turn off ‘Automatically Add Apps’. 

10. Handwriting Mode Opens Every Time Your iPhone is in 
Landscape Orientation 

There’s a new feature in Messages called Handwriting which allows you to send 
handwritten messages to your friends. Handwriting mode is automatically opened when 
your device is in landscape orientation, which can become very annoying. 

To turn this off: 

 Rotate your device into landscape orientation so that Handwriting mode opens. 

 Press the keyboard icon in the bottom right corner and this should switch to 
keyboard mode. 

 

 


